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School of Fine Art

As the 20th century draws to a close, various historical over-views .are
beginning to take shape. They already suggest a century morg easily
defined by the politics of violence and revolution than by a triumph of
hope and idealism. This is not to say, however, that the values of art and
the imagination have been ignored or marginalised. On the contrary,
culture in all its manifestations has been vigorously promoted, by
individuals and institutions as well as by nations, on an unprecedented
scale, since the end of World War |

Culture became a “weapon”, used extravagantly by both sides
throughout the high period of the “Cold War” whilst in the past couple
of decades, huge audiences for art have grown from San Francisco to
Helsinki, encouraged by massive investments in new museums, galleries,

theatres, concert halls, etc. ¢ ities compete for Cultural awards and festivals
and the social and economic advantages of a ¢

taken for granted. A culture |

firmly establisheq.

The effect of all of this on the artist has been profound. Fifty years ago,
the com

poser Arnold Schoenberg Wryly commented that “the second half

of tTe 20h century wogld spoil by Over-estimation, what the first half had
Spoilt by under-estimation - The utopian idealism and social

‘ many of the greatest Modernists now seems
questionable while the Critical strategies of the avant-garde have been
transformed by 3 consumer’s

. X market |nt0 mere " " " » "
A decline in quality in many a style” and “fashion".

‘ reas is also dapparent. One i
. : Important
question remains, however, ang that question IS “what d
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In addressing such a question the School of Fine Art seeks to promote an
understanding of the history and realities of our times. Art's role is a
cultural one, not a functional one. In providing by means of visual

thinking, ideas and guidelines for the future, we are busily preparing for
the art of tomorrow.

The success of Scottish art on the international stage over the past 20
years has opened Scotland up to new challenges and opportunities. The
School of Fine Art’s international aspirations should affirm art’s nature and
value for a new Scotland. Our profile has never been higher, with staff,
students, and graduates engaged in a world-wide network of creative

activity. This formidable combination of research and educational
excellence should enable the School of Fine Art to move forward
confidently towards the new century.

Alexander Moffat
Head of Painting
Chair, School of Fine Art













